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OT many wild animals have a social media
Nprumﬂ‘- Of all the creatures one might find

in the jungles of Borneo; only ane can chim
10 have gone viral. However, celebrity starus is a
fickle friend, and sometimes our desire 1o be enter-
wined can cause more harm than good. No animal
exemplifies this better than dhe Slow Loris.

Danica Sturk knows more than mast how great
the gap is berween our popular perception of the
slow loris, and its strange, twilight reality, Danica
oversees the Nocturnal Primare Project ar the Danan
Girang Field Ceatre {DGFC) on che hanks of the
Kinabatangan river, and has done so since she arrived
in Sabah in 2010,

“In the short term, we just want to understand the
hasic ecology of these animals™, Danica ex
“Slow lorises belung in the wild, nor as pers™ ar
DGFC, she continues, “we can use all that informa-
tion ta inform conservation plans”.

Slow Loris

Slow lorises inhabit 2 world ennrely different from
the one occupicd by humins, As such, the features
thar make them so successful in their natual environ-
ment have placed dhem under enormous threar from
animal rraffickers. Diespite their cute, wide-cyed ap-
pearance, slow lorises are stealthy nocrurnal predators,

A loris’ famous, enormous eyes allow rheir pupils
1o dilare to such an extent that they can swe clearly in
the pitch-blick of the nighttime jungle. Wich more
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/ ‘Slow Lorises

Slow lorises’ adorable appearance is their biggest threat, due to tha illegal pet trade.
L]

Scubaz

werichrae than commonly scen in primares, coupled
with extremcly mohile joints and opposable thumbs
like humans, they are perfecey suited to sweeping
through the forest canopy in search of prey.

Not only are slow lorises stealthy, they have a
unigue weapon, A pair of glands on their upper arms
secrete a toxin thar the lotis then licks and mixes

als]

with its saliva. This toxin has several functions,

Muothers fick their cubs wo eover them ic while
they sleep; the toxin's patency ~ and its potent smell
= keeps the cub safe while the mather departs 1o
hunt and defecate. It also adds a venomous cdge 10
the loris’ surprisingly sharp bite,
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‘People want
them because
they’re cute’

From Page 2

All this begs the question: why do these enigmatic primates so frequently ¢ prin ot
homes, markers and online videos?

he main threat for che slow loris is che per trade”s Danica says. “People wane thiem because
cure, cheyre Hliy thev've gor the big eyes. [F perceprions don't cha about ha these
maly a8 pees, | chink chae che furure is acrually quire Bleak™ {

Slivw lorises are relentlessly wrgeted by Hers, who remeve them b junighe and bri-

¢ remove cheir sharp reeeh wich phiers. They are frequently drugeed in order o stop the ani-
crumatised and in enormous pain, from rying 1o bite their handlers.

The near-inevirable infection s often the firse ause of death. Bur furchermore, “slow lorises
have a AP Tabised and verv diverse et i and T ding IEh-m bananas or rice balls resales in these an
by dying aquie gulekle tn capeivivg Besides earing fruies and leaves (which is whar most people
eRpec) primaies o teed and, they alsi rels quiie heavily on Howers, gum fram trees, inverebranes
and -,.1:_-" 1y I[LI!I.LI[ ‘.“.

I'he demand for dow forises, wherhen as pets or ro pose with in picunes ar tourige sires; mans
thit poachers keep returning o the forest, and the populanon continues to decling.

Guests in the Lorises’ Home
west thae hasslow lorises hiving and breeding wichin it is 3 healehy torest. Danic explains:
I'he presence ofa breeding populiation of slow lorises can indicate the continued suitabilin
of the habitac
“Slow lorises requind connecied forese canopy w move around, and therefore by having a con
nected capopy, many other specics can benefit of thrive a3 welll Because slow orises consume

such a varic ¥ of foods, “a forest thar has these sl avatlable Tor them alse can in
relatively healthy coosystem™,

ﬁ'l'hc main threat lor

the slow loris is the pet
trade... people want
them because they're
cute, they're flufhy,
they've got the

I]I}I‘ L'}’L’.‘i.

' In the thick nighttime jungle
Danica,who ovarsess the Noc-
turnal Primates studies (slow

- Dlanin: lorises and tarsiers) is reliant
Danica on radio telemelry (o track her
subjects. © Danica Stark /
DGFC
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Using low-frequency
redhights, Danica is
able o gently get to
grips with Boss the

Loris. € Danlca Stark

I DGFC
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So nice o see you!
~Presenter, Aaron '‘Bertie’
e “ Gekoski, finds himsell face-
to-face with a slow loris.
g & Scubazoo

‘Proud to protect natural
neighbourhood’

From Page 4

What is the need for all this work? Danica arcues thar “with the informarion
we are able to learn from these studies, we can aid the Sabah Wildlife Depart-
ment in designing effective management plans” thac can nor only prorect exist-
ing animal populiacions, but leirn how 1o work with the environment to better
manage it for the future,

" Due e the procection starus of the Lower Kinabarangan Wildlife Sanci-
ary (in which DGEC s found)”, she goes on, “the agea is a good example of
how these animals areable to survive in a fragmented and recovering habiva®,

By learning how the forese and it inhabiganes manage themselves, Danica and
her team can offer suggestions on how 1o munage the forest for all who use it

“Malaysians should be proud o have such unique species as their neighbours
i the torest,” Daniea said.

IF Malaysia wants 1o preserve its natural hiswry, the people have a responsi-
biliry tor live in a way thar susmins ie. Every acrion has 2 consequence far beyond
our own daily lives, Taking a tree from chic forest mighe help build 4 home, bug
it destrays one for anather creature.

Clicking on a cute animal video might scem harmless, bue it increases
demand for the abduction and cruel treatment of these strange, fascinating

Creatures,

As Danica says before heading back into the forest, “the biggest thing rhar we
have to dois tell people thar slow lonses belong in the wild, not as pers = and
then thete can be some |J|Ji|¢",

SZav

Mresenring this new excining series — Borheo Jungle Diaries — with enviton-
mental photojournalist, Aaron 'Berde Gekoski, investigating life behind-the-
sceries at the Danau Girang Field Centre,

All episndes wall have Bahasa Malaysia subticles and be released SZiv's web-
site {Scubazov.av) and Yourube, as well as on the Facebook pages of S7Zrv &
BGEC, The episodes willalso be featured on the Daily Express and Malay Mail
Oinline.

What's more, viewers are encouraged to rake part in the competirion thay is
heing held; All you have o do is answer five questions from the episode cor-
rectly each week 1o win a 4-day { 3-nighe stay che Danau Girang Ficld Centre.

Chere will also be a grand prize at the end of the 10-scrics Borneo Jungle Di-
aries for those who get all questions correct across all quizzes. For more informa-
tion, check our Borneo Jungle Diarizes on the $Zev websire,




